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Downtown Green Bay, Inc. will fund up to 50%  of the cost of new signs, awnings or lighting for
commercial properties located within the DGBI BID district.  The maximum grant is not to
exceed $1,000.00 per address and applies to the front façade only.  Grants will be awarded
only to projects that are approved by the Urban Design Committee of DGBI.

Date: _____/______/_____

Name of applying business: ___________________________________________________

Address of business: ___________________________________Phone: _______________

Name of person applying: _______________________________

Will you be using the services of a professional graphic artist or sign professional? ________

If so, who: __________________________ Address: _______________________________

Phone: _______________

What is the total estimated cost of the project?    $________     Grant request: $__________

Please provide the cost breakdown by major category (design, materials, labor, etc.)

                                          ITEM                                               COST

_________________________________________________                $_______________

_________________________________________________                 ________________

_________________________________________________                 ________________

_________________________________________________                 ________________

_________________________________________________                 ________________
  TOTAL    $

Proposed starting date:          /      /              Expected completion date:        /      /       .

What is the existing use of the storefront on which this sign will be mounted? _________ ___

Please attach two copies of the proposed project design, cost estimates and a street elevation.

The undersigned applicant(s) affirms that the information submitted herein is true and accurate
to the best of my (our) knowledge.  I (we) have read and understand the conditions of the Sign,
Awning and Lighting Grant Program and agree to abide by its conditions and guidelines.

____   _________________   ____/__/___       _   ______________________      _/__/_  .
Signed                                           Date              Signed                                            Date

Downtown Green Bay, Inc., 320 N. Adams St., Suite C-1360, Green Bay, WI 54301  (920) 437-5972

Sign, Awning and Lighting Grant Application
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SIGN, AWNING &  LIGHTING GRANT APPLICATION

Application Process

Applications are processed on a first-come, first-served basis.  The grant program is subject to the
limitation of funding.

1. Contact DGBI for a Sign, Awning, and Lighting Grant application prior to the start of work.
2. Complete the application and return it to DGBI along with two copies of the proposed project

design, cost estimates and a street elevation .  The Executive Director will assist in preparing the
grant application and can help the applicant to comply to the guidelines.

3. If needed, the Executive Director will contact you to schedule a meeting with the Urban Design
Committee to discuss your plans.

4. You will be notified in writing of the decision of the committee.
5. Commencement of the project must be within six months of approval and completion within one

year to ensure timely utilization of funds.
6. Successful applicants will be reimbursed for the grant after the work is done to the satisfaction of

the Urban Design Committee and proof of payment is received.

General Sign Guidelines
Signs are a vital part of a successful, coherent business district. Oversized, flashy signs disrupt the
visual continuity of the district and obscure inherent architectural features.

• Keep signs subordinate to buildings.
• Signs should fit within the existing features of the façade and should not cover architectural

elements.
• Signs should be simple and have a direct message.
• Projecting signs should be limited in size appropriate to the building and be placed to avoid

obscuring other signs and building features.
• Sign color, shapes, materials, and sizes should reinforce the overall composition of the

façade.
• Internally lit signs are discouraged, particularly illuminated vacuum formed panels.
• Signs should be made of high quality materials.

General Awning Guidelines
The canvas awning is an important design element in the traditional storefront.  It provides protection
from sun and weather and adds color to the streetscape.

• Awnings should not obscure the architectural features of the buildings and should
reinforce the frame of the storefront.

• Awnings should remain within the proper scale with the building to achieve balance.
• Internally lit awnings are discouraged.

Colors
• The color scheme used on a building shall be appropriate to the building’s time period,

architectural style, material of construction, and relationship to surrounding buildings.
• The use of inappropriate colors is discouraged.
• Colors should accentuate the architectural details of the building.

Lighting
• Lighting design and fixture selection should be appropriate for age of the building and compatible

with neighboring facades.  Back lighting of signs and awnings will not be approved.


